Life Is Sacred! 
Dear parishioners in Christ,
We stand at a unique moment in Virginia history.  At the close of its January 2026 session, the Virginia General Assembly passed a resolution to include a vague and expansive “right to abortion” amendment to the Constitution of Virginia, which will be put to a vote and appear on the ballot of a statewide referendum on November 3, 2026. Early voting begins September 18, 2026.

To put things in perspective, under current law, Virginia bans abortion after the second trimester and, in addition, anyone under the age of 18, must receive written permission from a parent or legal guardian to get an abortion.

In contrast, the pending resolution establishes the Commonwealth’s right to regulate the “provision” of abortion care in the third trimester and establishes an “Individual’s right to reproductive freedom, which arguably means that any “individual” including someone age 18 or less, would no longer be required to obtain a parent or legal guardian’s permission to get an abortion.  If that were not enough, it can also be gleaned from the language of the resolution, that certain protective provisions for mother and child under existing current law might be compromised by the pending resolution to enshrine abortion in law – a topic which will be explained in greater detail in the upcoming weeks.
If there is one thing upon which we as Catholics can all agree, it is that “Life is Sacred!” 
Human existence is inherently precious, possesses absolute value, and demands universal respect. It underpins the Hippocratic oath and guides modern medical and bioethical frameworks regarding the preservation of life, end-of-life care, and the debate surrounding abortion. 

Let us pray together now, and when the time comes to vote, to preserve the dignity of Human Life. 

“O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the incarnation of Christ, your Son, with
faith and trust. Grant your protection to all pregnant mothers, and especially those facing difficulties, now and on November 3. Guide us as we strive to make our parish community a place of welcome and assistance for mothers in need. Help us become instruments of God’s love and compassion. Amen.” 

God Bless, 
Rich Miserendino, Co-Coordinator for Human Concerns

